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As the walk continues, a stranger joins the two disciples, somewhat unexpectedly, and begins to 
explain to the two disciples that Jesus had fulfilled the various prophecies that were recorded in the 
Scripture. For example, Micah 5: 2 mentions that a Saviour will be born in Bethlehem, and Malachi 
3: 1 mentions that a messenger will prepare the way, Isaiah 35: 5 – 6 says he will heal people with 
miracles, Zechariah 9: 9 states that he will ride into Jerusalem on a donkey, and also in Zechariah 
11: 13 that he will be betrayed by 30 pieces of silver. As they reach Emmaus, the visitor is 
generously invited to stay with the disciples overnight, perhaps because they have reached their 
home town, and evening was approaching.                                                                                                                                                     
The evening meal is prepared and as they are seated at the table, the visitor takes the bread, 
blesses it and gives it to the disciples. Suddenly, Luke 24: 31, “Their eyes are opened” and they now 
understand who their visitor is – Jesus, in his risen body.  But Jesus now disappears. The perplexity 
over recent events is removed and the entire discussion on the road to Emmaus now makes sense.    
The news is too good to keep to themselves, so they hastily return to Jerusalem to the gathering of 
the disciples and tell them of their experience.  But Good News travels fast and the two returning 
disciples are greeted with a report similar to their own – “The Lord has risen”.  We can only assume 
that the room is now abuzz with this amazing news and things would never be the same again – 
even 2,000 later.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

One of the readings from the Lectionary for the month of April deals 
with the experience of two disciples, who were walking from Jerusalem 
to Emmaus, a distance of about 10 km. The account is given in Luke 24: 
13 – 35. The two disciples were puzzled and perplexed, and were trying 
to understand what had actually happened in the last few days. A few 
days earlier, Jesus had been enthusiastically welcomed into Jerusalem, 
actually riding on a donkey. But shortly after that He was crucified and 
placed in a tomb. But now there were reports that his body was missing 
and some women had claimed that they had seen him in a risen body! 


